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HOW ENERGY CAN LEAD TO MICROFINANCE 

To cook and bring light in the house, the women of Togo use equipment 

such as kerosene lamps or means generating a more or less important 

smoke that may affect health. But how can the microfinance sector 

contribute to solving this problem? 

This lighting system is certainly one of the cheapest, but it has drawbacks. 

The Entrepreneurs du Monde organisation, launched MIVO Energy, a 

project enabling the women from Lomé and around to access new 

technologies to light their home.  

The project, of which some components are the result of Entrepreneurs 

du Monde and the Air Liquide Foundation collaboration, favours the local 

market through its local manufacturers of technologies to give the chance 

to households to spend less money and to include women in the project. 

They are given the role of resellers of the manufactured equipment. 

In 2016, the project figures are: 40 resellers among which a large majority 

of women, almost 1,000 products sold for 12,000 beneficiaries. But it is 

also a way for women and other stakeholders involved in this sales 

network project to benefit from financial services for which no guarantee 

is required: 

« Professional empowerment of these reseller women is favoured by 
financial support which aims to provide them with payment facilities and 
microcredit schemes in partnership with specialised institutions. These 
financial solutions are also offered to buyers of products distributed by 
Mivo Energy. »  Air Liquide Foundation / Entrepreneurs of the World. 

Mivo Energy puts forward different themes. Professional autonomy of 

women, the need to educate the Togolese population to energy problems 

and the indispensable involvement of local market actors in the 

development of the local economy! 

http://www.newsletter.fondationairliquide.com/au-togo-la-microfinance-pour-

diffuser-une-energie-propre/  

http://www.entrepreneursdumonde.org/espace-media/edm-dans-les-medias/au-togo-

la-microfinance-pour-diffuser-une-energie-propre/ 
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